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Dear Friend,

Thanks to your generous past support of Montana
Learning Center at Canyon Ferry Lake, a record 330
campers from all across Montana were able to learn and
have fun this summer, despite the challenges arising
from the coronavirus pandemic.

The Learning Center’s counselors and instructors did an
amazing job keeping campers engaged while ensuring
their health and safety. The extra precautions the Center
took to keep campers and staff infection-free were
worth it, but costly in both staff time and supplies. The
Learning Center led the way in developing policies and
procedures to minimize the risks associated with
holding in-person summer camps during the pandemic
and shared its expertise by distributing its 160-page
COVID-19 Toolkit to other Montana camp providers and
childcare facilities upon request.

MLC campers work alongside paleontologists
to excavate a mosasaur, a 45' to 50' long
marine reptile that lived 75 million years ago.
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Students and members of MLC's teaching
staff work with MLC's robotic telescope at its
Canyon Ferry Lake facility—part of the largest
public-use observatory in Montana.

Campers easily adjusted to the new preventive procedures
and seemed to appreciate being able to do what kids do every
summer—swimming in the lake, eating S’'mores and looking
up at the night sky. Stargazing is especially exciting when you
have access to the largest public-use telescope in Montana!

Students participating in the Center’s new Camp Clades &
Spades had the experience of a lifetime. Spending two and a
half days at an active dig site in the Pierre Shale Formation in
Eastern Montana, they helped excavate the tail of a mosasaur,
a 75 million-year-old marine reptile. This 45 to 50-foot creature
was the apex predator of its day. Campers had a unique
opportunity to “do real science and experience paleontology
from discovery to display”according to Carter County
Museum Educator, Steve Hobe. Museum staff shared their
expertise with the Learning Center campers and helped the
campers start a permanent exhibit at the Museum showcasing
the fossils they found. The Museum exhibit will grow and
evolve as Learning Center campers discover more fossils
during each year’s dig.




Camp Clades & Spades isn’t the only new program the
Learning Center implemented in 2020. In partnership with
Montana State University, the Learning Center’s astronomy
staff developed and taught two free, online courses for
teachers interested in learning how to use a robotic telescope
for astronomical photography and research in the classroom.
The courses, “Classroom Observatory: Astrophotography” and
“Classroom Observatory: Research,” trained Montana middle
and high school educators on the use of the Learning Center’s
16-inch Ritchey-Chretien robotic telescope, which is located
on a mountaintop in New Mexico. Teachers and students
across Montana now have access to a research-grade
telescope and the opportunity to create breathtaking images
of the universe and conduct astronomical research.

The all-Native American team that won the Judges' Choice
Award for Montana in the NASA Apollo Next Giant Leap Student
Challenge visit the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena,
CA. The all-expenses paid trip to the lab and behind-the-scenes
experience was the team’s prize for winning the Award.

These high school students from around Montana
completed the Western Aerospace Scholars program
sponsored by NASA, the University of Washington and the
Museum of Flight and offered in Montana through MLC.

MLC provides access to an in depth
look at our universe for both students
and teachers by offering training on
how to use the remote robotic
telescope located in New Mexico.

As a Learning Center donor, you know the importance of
providing young people with unique, hands-on, science,
technology, engineering, arts and math (STEAM) programs,
such as the Learning Center’s summer camps for students
entering grades 1-12 and its aerospace programs for middle
school, high school and college students, as well as the
importance of providing teachers with the training they need
to help their students succeed and grow. Keeping these
programs affordable and relevant to the ever-changing world
of science is more important now than ever. But we need your
help to do that.

Please renew your support of the Learning Center today by
making a contribution by check, using the enclosed envelope,
or through our website, http://www.montanalearning.org.
Thanks to friends like you, campers in exceptional programs
like Camp Clades and Spades will continue to make new
discoveries and realize the possibilities their futures can hold.

Sincerely,
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Ryan Hannahoe
Executive Director ///



