
Dear Friend, 

As the Executive Director of Montana Learning Center at 
Canyon Ferry Lake (MLC), I’ve had the privilege this year to 
celebrate our 40th anniversary with you! For four decades, 
MLC has provided transformative STEM learning 
experiences for students, educators and the general public 
across Montana and beyond. Thanks to your generous 
support, we’ve reached thousands with our innovative, 
hands-on science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) programs.

This past summer, we welcomed 450 campers to MLC’s 
campus with a diverse lineup of unique STEM camps, an 
incredible teaching staff, great counselors (most of whom 
were campers at MLC for many years) and the tastiest camp 
food around! We hit a bit of a bump in the road in July, 
when the Horse Gulch Fire threatened MLC’s campus 
during camp and we decided to evacuate. I’m proud to say 
our staff and junior counselors really stepped up: they 
helped ensure a smooth and safe evacuation and kept the 
younger campers entertained in the East Helena High 
School gym while we waited for their parents to pick them 
up. Thankfully, no one was injured, there was no damage to 
our campus, and we were able to safely open our doors on 
time for the following week’s campers. To show our appreci-
ation for their efforts, we provided hot meals to the first 
responders working the fire near us. We thank the East 
Helena School District for allowing us to use the High 
School’s gym and bussing everyone from our campus to 
the school. Unfortunately, the fire forced us to cancel our 
July “Beyond the Big Sky” programs, which resulted in a 
significant economic loss.

In 2024, in partnership with Northwest Earth and Space Sciences 
Pathways (NESSP), we redesigned our Montana Aerospace 
Scholars program and I was a presenter at the prestigious Space 
Exploration Educators’ Conference, put on annually by Space 
Center Houston, the Official Visitor Center of NASA’s Johnson 
Space Center.

Also in 2024, Merrilee Alexander Kick established the MLC 
Founders’ College Scholarship, in honor of her parents and MLC 
founders, Gil and Marilyn Alexander. Each year, the $5,000 scholar-
ship will be given to two Montana Learning Center students who 
have demonstrated the ability to think critically, a deep passion for 
STEM, excellent leadership qualities, and the potential to develop 
innovative ideas that can positively impact the world. This year’s 
scholarship went to longtime camper and friend of MLC, Trinidy 
Boyce. Trinidy is currently a sophomore at Embry-Riddle Aeronau-
tical University, and is pursuing a major in aerospace engineering 
with a focus on space exploration. We were thrilled that founder 
Marilyn Alexander traveled to Helena to present the award in 
person during our annual fundraiser in September.
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Sincerely,

Executive Director
Montana Learning Center 

As we look ahead to 2025, we will be reworking our camp 
programming, with the goal of increasing the number of off-site 
camps for high school students. In recent years, students have 
been able to participate in dinosaur digs, astronomy research or an 
expedition within Yellowstone National Park. This year, we’re adding 
a float trip through 46-miles of the Upper Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument to study the geology and history of the area.

Also in 2025, we’ll be launching a new program aimed at bringing 
the beauty of the night sky to rural and underserved communities 
throughout Montana. Thanks to the Treacy Foundation and Boeing 
Helena, we’ve acquired a state-of-the-art, portable, 18-foot 
diameter planetarium, which we will use during the spring and fall 
to provide Montana-focused planetarium shows to students, 
teachers and members of the public throughout Montana. The 
planetarium shows will allow attendees to experience the vastness 
of our universe in ways they’ve never dreamed possible. We hope 
that the planetarium experience (which will include information 
on other offerings under MLC’s astronomy program) will spark 
students’ curiosity and inspire them to be the next generation of 
scientists and explorers.

We could not do all that we do without you. We never want 
finances to be an obstacle to sparking and developing student 
interest in STEM. To keep our programs affordable, the amount 
we charge program participants is roughly half of program 
costs. Even then, some students cannot afford our fees, so we 
regularly offer scholarships to those who need them. Your 
donations are vital to us keeping program fees low and 
scholarships available.

Will you join us in empowering Montana’s next generation of 
scientists, engineers and explorers?  With your contribution, 
you’ll help us break down barriers to STEM education and ignite 
curiosity in young minds across our state. No gift is too small, 
and every dollar helps us bring the wonder of STEM to those 
who need it most.

Thank you for standing with us through four decades of 
adventure and learning. Thanks to your support, we’re ready 
for forty more!


