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Help Us Keep Montana’s
STEM Dreams Alive
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Dear Friend,

We are living in unprecedented times—times that
call for bold action, unwavering commitment, and
an unshakable belief in the power of education to
transform lives. At the Montana Learning Center at
Canyon Ferry Lake (MLC), we are doing just
that—and we need your support to continue.

Thanks to your past generosity, MLC has become a
statewide leader in STEM education. Since |
became Executive Director in 2016, our annual
budget has more than doubled, and our programs
for both students and teachers have grown in size,
scope, and impact.

In addition to our renowned STEM summer camps
and teacher training programs, we now offer some
of Montana’s most unique and impactful
aerospace and astronomy programs. Many of these
are funded by NASA and serve communities across
the state—including those with the greatest need.

e The Montana Aerospace Scholars program, where
high school students design missions to the Moon
and Mars.

e Guided tours of MLC's world-class observatory,
where students and teachers explore the cosmos
through advanced telescopes.

® Our traveling planetarium, bringing the wonders of
space to communities across Montana.

e Student engagement in top-tier competitions like
the FIRST Tech Challenge, LEGO League, and
the Montana Science Olympiad.

® Online and in-person teacher trainings, including
access to a remote research telescope atop a
mountain in New Mexico.

® Internships and workshops that prepare university
students to become the next generation of
scientists, engineers, and innovators.

Many of these programs are offered free of charge or
with deeply subsidized fees and scholarships—because
every student deserves a chance to reach for the stars.

But now, this incredible momentum is under threat.



Due to proposed federal budget cuts, NASA's
education funding—including up to $150,000 in
annual support for MLC—could be eliminated as
early as 2026. These cuts would be devastating,
especially for students in underserved communities
who rely on these programs to access life-changing
STEM opportunities.

To meet this challenge head-on, MLC is launching

a new Friends of MLC monthly giving program.
Monthly donations provide stability during uncertain
times and allow us to help plan for a future without
NASA support. Whether it's $25, $50, or $100 per
month, your recurring gift makes a real and lasting
difference.

If monthly giving isn't right for you, please consider
doubling your annual contribution by giving now and
again in the fall.

You can also help secure MLC's future with a major
gift or legacy donation to our endowment at the
Montana Community Foundation. To learn more
about these options, contact me directly at
MontanalearningCenter@gmail.com

or at (406) 475-3638.

The stakes are high. Without urgent action, we
risk losing some of MLC’s most transformative
programs—programs that have launched
students into college research labs, internships
at NASA, and dreams of becoming astronauts,
engineers, and astrophysicists. Please, help us
keep these dreams alive.

Your support today ensures that students across
Montana—regardless of zip code or
income—can access the education, inspiration,
and mentorship they need to thrive in
tomorrow’s STEM workforce.

Thank you for standing with MLC during these

critical times and helping us keep Montana’s
future bright.

With gratitude,
JHEEL

Ryan Hannahoe
Executive Director *
Montana Learning Center




