Dear Friend of the
Montana Learning Center,

As 2025 draws to a close, | want to
personally thank you for your past
support of the Montana Learning
Center (MLC) at Canyon Ferry Lake.
Because of you, we have been able to
inspire, teach, and empower students
and educators across Montana for
more than 40 years. Your generosity
has shaped generations of young
Montanans—helping them grow
into the problem solvers, explorers,
and innovators our state needs.

A Year of Extraordinary Impact Shaping Lives
In 2025, your support helped MLC reach more students MLC's STEM initiatives continue to be life-changing for
and educators than ever before: high school students. These programs:
« Over 400 students in grades 1-12 discovered the «  Provide a foundation for success in college and
wonder of science through our hands-on STEM STEM careers
summer camps. «  Offer mentorship, research experience, and
« Demand for teacher training skyrocketed—every NASA-level training
workshop received two to three times more + Lead directly to opportunities such as research
applications than we could serve. placements, NASA internships, and advanced
+  More than 600 community members attended our scholarships
Beyond the Big Sky speaker and stargazing series.
«  Ourtraveling planetarium, now one of our In fact, several program alumni have gone on to
most-requested outreach tools, is on track to reach well become MSU Presidential Scholars or Montana
over 1,000 students and educators this year alone. University System STEM Scholars, including five
alumnae in 2025 alone. Their achievements show
These programs open doors to truly transformative what is possible when Montana’s youth are given the
learning experiences—moments when students and opportunity—and encouragement—to dream boldly

teachers see the universe in a way they never have before. and reach higher.



A Critical Challenge

Despite these successes, we now face one of our
greatest challenges yet.

Due to federal budget cuts, MLC anticipates receiving
little to no NASA funding in 2026—a potential loss
of up to $150,000 annually. For nearly a decade,
NASA support has fueled our astronomy and
aerospace programs, including the flagship Montana
Aerospace Scholars program.

Without expanded support from donors like you,
these proven, life-changing programs are at risk.

Your Support Matters—Now More Than Ever

Montana’s students and teachers need champions
who believe in the power of opportunity. Your gift
today is more than a donation—it is a direct
investment in Montana'’s future. Your generosity
ensures that young people across the state continue
to have access to high-quality STEM experiences,
regardless of background or resources.

Ways to Make a Lasting Difference

We invite you to strengthen and sustain this work
by joining the Friends of MLC monthly giving
program. Monthly gifts—whether $25, $50, or
$100—provide the steady support MLC needs to
plan confidently for 2026 and beyond.

If monthly giving isn’t the right fit, please consider:
Doubling your annual gift, or making a major or
legacy contribution to the MLC Endowment at
the Montana Community Foundation.

Every gift, in any amount, truly makes a difference.

Thank you for standing with us during these
unprecedented times and for helping keep
Montana’s future bright. Your belief in our
mission changes lives.

With heartfelt gratitude,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR w

Montana Learning Center
at Canyon Ferry Lake


https://montanalearning.org/donate/
https://mtcf.org/giving/donate-now/give-now?fn=montana-learning-center-at-canyon-ferry-lake-endowment

